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New President of the National ECW
Lisa H. Towle from the Diocese of North Carolina is the newly
elected President of the National ECW. She addressed the
House of Deputies on July 1, 2015, in Salt Lake City, shortly
after she was elected. Here is how she opened her address:

My name is Lisa Towle, I am from
the Diocese of North Carolina, and a
few hours ago I was commissioned
as President of the National
Episcopal Church Women. It is a
great day to be an Episcopalian!
It’s a great day but joy and sadness
live side-by-side in me at the moment. Joy because some 300
Episcopal Church Women found the business of our Church important enough to travel far to attend the ECW’s Triennial Meeting
here at General Convention.
Joy because you, the Deputies, have chosen to give your time to
find a better way to better our common life. Joy because standing
together we all form a beloved community.
My sadness – and selfishness, I suppose – is that to do the work
I’ve been called to do at the national level means I must give up
the ECW work I’ve done at the diocesan level for 16 years. And, if
that weren’t enough, I will lose my beloved bishop,
Michael Curry, to a higher calling.
Life moves on, though, and so do we, to another beginning.

2015 General Convention —Salt Lake City, Utah
Stir Up the Spirit! CELEBREMOS!
By Dr. Phyllis Smith, President, Diocesan ECW Board
“Stir Up the Spirit” was the theme for ECW Triennial Meeting 2015. The spirit was truly
stirred up at the ECW Triennial Meeting!
It was amazing to see a plethora of women gathered in the meeting room to hear from
Bishop Katherine Jefferts-Schori, as she delivered a powerful message for the Episcopal Church Women.
As the lecture came to an end, we proceeded to receive our crosses … oh what a celebration! Every woman
in the stood to her feet to give praise to the most High! The message and meaning was quite powerful. We
all walked away with a message to share about our experience. I learned as a women, we need to be more
spiritually connected to other women.
Bishop Michael Curry even encouraged us to be “Crazy Christians”.
I believe that it is my calling to work with the Episcopal Church Women to help improve how we work,
pray, and support one another, and can become more production together.

Triennial Workshop Report
By Joy Boyden, Vice-President, Diocesan ECW Board
Attending Triennial was a wonderful experience! I especially enjoyed the workshops at the
Triennial. They were spread over a 2 ½ day period. We each selected 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices
for each time slot. Mine included:
Gardens and God: This topic taught planning, patience and nurturing thru bible verses. Your head
was always bowed and sometimes you had to go down on your knees.
Centering Prayer: A type of contemplative pray that is about developing a relationship with God. In
it, you sit comfortably with closed eyes, asking the Holy Spirit to give you a word which you think
of and return to when your thoughts stray. It ends with the Lord’s Prayer.
Getting Acquainted: A way to get acquainted through group activities such as each sharing favorite
spare time activities, describing activities in a typical day, or sharing something about you that no
one else knows. Close with a prayer.
Stirring the Holy Huddle: Your ECW members should know how to share information about your
chapter. So define goals for your chapter and share them. Remember that volunteers like to be
asked! Post photos of ladies doing something together.
Building a Beloved Community: Build a community of deeper relationships by using a pack of cards
with Christian topics. Draw a card and share your ideas and views of it. If the first card does not
appeal, simply select another.
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2015 General Convention—Salt Lake City, Utah
Morning Eucharist
By Cathy Hutcheson
The General Convention and ECW delegates started their day with morning Eucharist. Each Eucharist has
a theme that was based on the overall theme of the Convention. Every day we had inspirational music
used by our Church to praise God ; great sermons from the best in the Episcopal Church. This year, I listened to our past and present Presiding Bishops who give inspirational sermons.
A new young female priest from the Navaho Nation gave an amazing sermon.
We had Navaho music, mournful pipes, drums and dancing. Another day we had
a jazz mass. I am not a big fan of jazz, however, we had a jazz mass that was truly uplifting. All of us were on our feet praising the Lord with music.
When you attend an ECW Triennial Convention you recognize that our home
church is a smaller part of the world wide Episcopal Church. I am very proud to
be an Episcopalian.

UTO REPORT
By Diane Burrows, Dioceses of Atlanta UTO Representative
The Triennial meeting in Salt Lake City was a great success for the Atlanta Diocese!
We received a UTO grant award of $75,000 for Rainbow Village, a transitional housing
community for homeless families with children in North Metro Atlanta. The grant money
will be used for the Early Childhood Development Program. The program will provide

children, from

newborn to four years old, with healthy development and quality early learning activities to ensure they
enter kindergarten prepared to succeed. What a great cause!
Do take note: We received a grant for $75,000 yet only contributed $14,000 for the year.
Let’s do better for 2016!
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108th Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women, Diocese
of Atlanta
Women from the Diocese of Atlanta
ECW experienced some West Georgia
hospitality at the Annual Meeting
hosted by St. Margaret's Episcopal
Church in Carrollton, Georgia, on
October 10, 2015.
Good food, great fellowship and
spiritual enrichment were enjoyed by
everyone.
Attendees heard reports on ECW
ministries – illustrating the many
activities our ECW Board and
members support. Our delegates to
the ECW’s Triennial Meeting at
General Convention in Salt Lake City
shared their experiences – making us all
wish that we could have been there!

Diocese of Atlanta ECW at the Annual Meeting Hosted by
St. Margaret’s Episcopal in Carrollton, Georgia

During the business meeting, the minutes of the 107th Annual Meeting were read and approved; and the
Treasurer’s report was accepted. A budget for 2016 was approved and new officers were elected and installed.
Dr. April Love-Fordham was the guest speaker – she is the author of James in the Suburbs: A Disorderly
Parable of the Epistle of James. Her topic at the annual meeting was “Giving God a Bigger Footprint in
Your Life” and she shared her own story of transformation from a corporate executive into an ordained
Presbyterian minister and finally discovering the Episcopal Church where she found her true home.
Watch for the announcement of the location and date for the 109th Annual Meeting – you don’t want to
miss it!
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2015 Christmas Bruch

In December, the ECW Diocese gathered for Christmas brunch at Brio Tuscan Grille in Buckhead.
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2016 ECW Spring Retreat
2016 Spring Retreat Speaker: Dr. April Love-Fordham
Dr. April Love-Fordham was the guest speaker at the 2015 ECW Annual Meeting and will be the leader for
our 2016 spring retreat. She is the author of “James in the Suburbs: A Disorderly Parable of the Epistle of
James.”
On her Amazon page she writes:
“My passion is studying and teaching the scriptures! My vision is to offer teaching that goes far beyond
worn out dogmatic doctrine and to reach out to the Christian intent on following Christ. I pray that my
work invites you to Bible study that flows from the Holy Spirit's wisdom and power. For it is through the
Holy Spirit's wisdom that Christ, the Word of God, is revealed to us. And it is through the Holy Spirit's power that our faith becomes active in meeting the physical and spiritual needs of a hurting world. To that end,
I am a teacher, preacher, blogger, and author.
But there was a time, after graduating with a masters degree from Georgia Tech, when I spent twenty years
managing software companies where I worked my way up the corporate ladder to Vice President of Product Development managing large organizations of engineers. Most of my career was spent at IBM. My clients included the Clinton and Bush administrations, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, NATO, and NASA. In 2003, I
retired from the corporate world to attend seminary and become a minister pastoring three churches. I
earned a doctorate in 2010 and am now focusing my ministry on teaching and writing. My husband, Steve
Fordham, and I live with our Great Dane in Johns Creek, Georgia where we are part of an Episcopal community. We have two incredibly awesome grown sons!”
Visit her website www.aprillovefordham.com to learn more about this fascinating woman and come to the
spring retreat to meet her!
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2016 ECW Spring Retreat
2016 Spring Sunday Service: Rev. Carolynne G. Williams
The Rev. Carolynne G. Williams is the Canon for Pastoral Care and Elder Ministry. She is a native of
Albany, Georgia, and a graduate of Spelman College with a degree in Music and a minor in Secondary
Education. She also earned a Masters of Divinity from the Interdenominational Theological Center at
Atlanta University with Anglican Studies at Candler School of Theology, Emory University. She held
several positions within In-Flight Service at Delta Airlines, having retired after 31 years of service.
Carolynne was ordained deacon at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, the oldest African-American Episcopal
parish in the state of Georgia, and ordained priest in 2000. She was the first African-American woman
to go through the process for ordination in the Diocese of Atlanta.
Carolynne has served as Canon Associate for Pastoral Care at the Cathedral and presently serves as
Canon for Pastoral Care and Elder Ministry. She is continuing to develop her innate abilities and gifts
while ministering to the sick, those in crisis, the homebound, the addicted, and others in the church
family.
She was elected to serve on the search committee representing the mid-Atlanta convocation to select
nominees for the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta.
She is married to Perry E. Williams, Sr. and is the mother of two adult children, Perry Jr. and Piper.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
Diocese of Atlanta
ANNUAL SPRING RETREAT at CAMP MIKELL
April 29 – May 1, 2016

Theme:

Uplift the Spirit

Retreat Speaker:

Dr. April Love-Fordham

Author of James in the Suburbs: A Disorderly Parable of the Epistle of James
Come join the Diocese of Atlanta at Camp Mikell near Toccoa, Georgia
This is one Retreat You Don’t Want TO Miss!!! There will be:


Prayer



Walk to the Cross (for hardy souls!)



Crafts – Everyone loves Diane Burrows’ crafts!!



Yoga – Something we have not had before: YOGA!!!!!!! We have a great leader, Andrea Peacock, who worked
her magic when we were at Kanuga!!!! There will be twisting, bending, and getting all tangled up in knots (for
those of us who dare to try this challenge!!!)



Poetic Art – Poetic art? Hmmmmm……….what is Poetic (poetry) Art? Well, you just arrange words, images, and
dots in any way you want and, of course, color them to make them pretty; put them in a frame and, Voila! you
have Poetic ART! Led by Phyllis Smith.



A Surprise Fun Activity – Remember how we all loved THE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE last year? Get ready … Marsha Daniel has a real treat for you – but it’s a surprise, you’ll just have to join us to find out!!!



The Cathedral Book Store – We can’t leave out the Cathedral Book Store (gotta get the knowledge).



Sip N Share and ECW t-shirts (always popular!)
Friday is T-Shirt day for our afternoon “Sip N Share.” Proudly sport your Parish or ECW Shirt.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION



Day Rate includes sessions and lunch on Saturday ONLY. Session starts at 9 am.
 Full weekend rates include all meals - Friday dinner through Sunday lunch and two nights lodging. Bed linens,
towels and toiletries are NOT furnished in dormitory accommodations. You must bring your own.
 Groups wishing to room together are encouraged to mail registrations together.
Questions? Contact Dr. Phyllis E. Smith at 770-299-1138 / 404-988-6154 (cell) or Teachbio65@gmail.com
Limited scholarship assistance is available, for further information contact Dr. Phyllis E. Smith
Directions: www.campmikell.com
ECW website www.atlantaecw.org
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 16, 2016
A Late Fee of $25.00 will apply to all registrations received after April 16, 2016
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2016 Annual Retreat Agenda
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2016 ECW SPRING

RETREAT

REGISTRATION

FORM
Only one person per form, please. Reproduce as needed.

Concurrent Sessions
Name: ___________________________________________
Parish: ___________________________________________
Address:

_____________________________________

City:
Telephone:

Zip Code:

_______

_____________________________________

E-Mail Address:

_______________________________

You may attend any two of the concurrent sessions. For planning purposes we need to know how many
will be attending each sessions.
Please choose 2:
______ Yoga
______ Poetic Art
______ Crafts
______ Walk to the Cross

I will attend: [ ] Full Weekend
Rates: Dormitory ($105.00) Cabin: ($160.00) Retreat Village ($170.00).
Lodging Preference: 1st Choice

2nd Choice

Private room: ($53.00) extra:
[ ] Saturday ONLY (session starts 9 am and lunch - $35.00)
Special Housing, dietary or medical needs:
Roommate or group preferences:
TOTAL ENCLOSED $________________________

______

Make checks payable to ECW, Diocese of Atlanta.
Please mail Registration Form and check to:
Joy Boyden, 8 Wimberly Court, Decatur GA 30030
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 16, 2016
A Late Fee of $25.00 will apply to all registrations received after April 16, 2016

The Alice Sylvia Child Memorial Scholarship Fund funds scholarships to the Spring ECW Retreat at Camp
Mikell. You may make an optional donation to this fund:
Optional donation: $__________________ Make the check payable to ECW, Diocese of Atlanta
and note that it is for the scholarship fund. Mail your check to:
Wynetta McNeill (Treasurer), 1468 Richland Road, Atlanta, GA 30310

Page 11

Episcopal Church Women
Diocese of Atlanta
2744 Peachtree Road, NW
Atlanta, GA 30305

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

UPLIFT THE SPIRIT!
2016 ECW Annual Spring Retreat at Camp Mikell
Friday, April 29 – Sunday, May 1, 2016
Registration Form Inside!
Registrations due by: April 16, 2016

